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Welcome to Issue 15 of the Ashmole Argus  

This issue focuses on the many achievements  of Ashmole pupils this 

term. We hope that you enjoy reading it!  

From the Argus team: Reinhardas, Tariq, Lazuli, Hary, Bradley, Isaiah, 

Abraham, Sihan, Mohamed and Yusra.  

Drama Projects by Sihan & Isaiah 

This term, Ashmole pupils have been taking part in a 
significant amount of drama projects and we are lucky to 
have this opportunity. We are working with some of the 
best arts organisations in the UK to do this. Year 5 are 
taking part in an opera with the English Touring Opera 
while Year 4 are working with the Polka Theatre on their 
Playhouse Project. Year 6 are also starting work on their 

end of year production. 

We interviewed some children to find out more: 

Sihan: What is your part in the play óAnimalsô? 

Lucia (Year 4): Iôm the child and I like it because you get 
to do lots of acting but not talking. 

Isaiah: What do you like about the play? 

Nathaniel (Year 4): Thereôs lots of actions. 

Sihan: What opera are you performing? 

Elaisha (Year 5): Bessieôs Wings. 

Isaiah: Does anyone have any solos? 

Yaqoob (Year 5): Yes lots of people, including me! 

Sihan: What do you like about the play? 

Lady Nicol (Year 6): I like the songs 
because I like to sing. 

Isaiah: What is your part in the play? 

Omarion (Year 6): Iôm Haribo and Whizz. 

We can also exclusively reveal that Year 6ôs play is calledé 
óThe Amazing Adventures of Superstanô! We hope you 
enjoy taking part in, and watching, all of these great 

projects! 

                    Merit Certificates by Reinhardas and Yusra 

At Ashmole, we have a reward system that recognises the children who 

have gone above and beyond the behaviour expectations. You may be 

awarded a merit for full marks in weekly assessments, outstanding 

holiday homework, excellent manners or work of an  exceptionally high 

standard that impresses your peers and teachers. When children receive 

25 stars they are awarded their first merit certificate and with 50 stars 

they receive their second merit and so on.  

We interviewed the children about merit certificates and stars:  

Why do you think we have this system?  

Courey (Year 6): To recognise children who stand out and 

do good work. 

Saphire (Year 5): To show people that what 

they are doing is good and they should keep up 

their great behaviour.  

Do you enjoy receiving merits and, if so, why?  

Bessie (Year 4): I do because I get certificates 

and I put them up at home to show what I achieved.  

Junade (Year 3) : Yes because it makes me a 

better person by knowing what I did is good and because the 

teacher is recognising my achievement.  

How many merits do you have and are you excited about 

getting your next merit certificate?  

Clayton  (Year 2): I have 60 merit stars and I am very excited to be 

getting my next merit certificate!  

Natali  (Year 1): I have 67 merits 

and I am happy to get my 3 rd 

merit certificate!  

Articles in Action by  Abraham and Mohamed 

In this termôs issue, we will be focusing on Article 12 from the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, which states that all children have óthe right 

to have your opinions heard, and for adults to take them seriouslyô. 

Every Friday the children in KS2 separate into small groups called Circle Groups. In Circle Groups we discuss many topics relating to life at school, 

including our rights. This term, we have been focusing on asking the children for their opinions about some important issues 

regarding our school and how we can make it even better than it already is. 

One of the topics we discussed and voted on was the charity we would like to support. This year we are having another 
Enterprise Fair to raise money for charity. We will be making items and selling them at school. The charity 
we chose is the NSPCC, who help children in need.  

Recently, we also used Circle Group time to choose books which we like to read or books that we 

previously liked to read. This is because the school is working on improving the library. The books we chose will be appearing in 

the library soon for children to read.  

Finally, we discussed ordering some new school playground equipment that we would like so that there is a wider range of things 

for children to play with. As you can see, the pupils of Ashmole really get their say! 



 

 

 

 
Sihan: What is your main role at Ashmole? 

Mr Chambers: Iõm the SENCO - the Special Educational Needs Co-
ordinator. That means it is my job to make sure that any people who 

need a little bit of extra help will get it. 

Sihan: What were your previous jobs?  

Mr Chambers: Well, a long time ago I used to be a milkman. You stand 

there driving a heavy cart which was hard because I had to deliver to 

over 500 houses each day. I also used to work on the railway. My job 

was to send parcels and I had to make sure they went on the right trains 

to get to where they needed to go. 

Sihan: What was your favourite previous job? 

Mr Chambers: My favourite was teaching because I like working with 
people. Theyõre funny and interesting. Everyone is different and I like 

hearing stories from them.  

Lazuli: Why did you decide to work in a school?  

Mr Chambers: The last thing I wanted to do was be a teacher because 
my mum was a teacher which completely put me off! But then I was doing 
a course in college and they wanted volunteers to work in a school so I 
did it and I loved it! I realised it was really interesting and nothing like 

my time in school.  

Lazuli: What do you enjoy doing in your spare time? 

Mr Chambers: Lots of things! I like nature so I like going to the 
countryside and doing things like cycling and canoeing. I like travelling to 
new places and I enjoy anything to do with  history. I also enjoy music 
and going to see live music. Also, Iõve got an  allotment where I grow my 
own vegetables. Oh, and I sometimes do some volunteering to help 

homeless people.  

Well we think that this was the longest and most informative teacher 

feature we have ever had! We hope you enjoyed reading it.  
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    Looking for Learning  

By Hary and Isaiah 

This issue, Hary and Isaiah visited Reception class to observe 

a lesson that was led by Ms Williams. The topic was English 

and the children were writing about Ironman. The students 

enjoyed the topic and seemed to be having fun.  

The main things we were looking for in the lesson were: 

§ Were the pupils listening? 

§ Were they contributing to 

the lesson? 

§ Were they interested? 

§ Are they learning at a 

suitable level for them? 

§ Can the children learn and 

develop their vocabulary? 

 

The children on the carpet were all 

sharing their brilliant ideas; they were 

not calling out and they were putting 

their hands up. The teacher chose 

children to spell words out. As a result, 

this helped them with their English and 

spelling. We also noticed that some of 

the children were trying their very best to write in cursive 

handwriting, which shows that the expectations and 

standards in Reception are very high for the students.  

The students were sitting quietly and 

contributing to the lesson. We asked some 

children what they thought of the lesson: 

Manuela said I am enjoying this task 

because it is fun.  Bobby said I like 

learning because 

it s fun.  We are 

glad to say that the 

lesson met and 

exceeded all of our criteria, which the 

Reception adults and children should 

be very proud of.  
 

Thank you to Miss 
Williams and 

Reception class for 
letting us observe 
your lesson! 

TEACHER FEATURE!  
For this issueõs Teacher 

Feature, Lazuli and 

Sihan interviewed Mr 

Chambers to find out 

more about him and his 

role. 


